Hope wins Stoop

Robert Hope (No1) breaks away
fram lan Holmas (2) in the race to
tha finish line.

Alistair Brownlee (left) pushes him-
solf to the finish r falling on the
descant.

Sam Wood w and Oscar Bonney
112 climb out of the quarry in the
unior race (balow).
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ROBERT HOPE won the Oxenhope Stoop fell ruee for th
second year — to step up his personal battle with Englis)
fell racing champion, lun Holmes.

Holmes has dominnted the event, but was pushed into secon
phice list year with Hope winning by 11 seconds. He was deter
mined 1o get revenge this time, and led for most of the route. Hi

wits shead when they terned for
home at the standing stone, bui
it was difficult 1o pick a good
role off Oxenhope Moor ns
lher meed past other runners
still on their way ufu.
Holmes held o 10-yard lead,
but Hope slowly clowed his way
back and as they reached the
moorside cafe they were virtu-
ally neck and neck,

ith about 300 to the
tape Hope made his break and
sprinted up the final climb to
win by four seconds.

Hoi:c. of the Pudsey and
Bramley club finished in
28mins 51 secs — which was
the second slowest winning
time in the history of the mee
nnd.%:i;vc an indication of the

unishing conditions, Holmes
inished in 28:55,

“It was one of the best races
in the history of the event with
Hope having 1o give everythin
to pull off the win. He was total-
ly exhnusted and almost col-
lapsed over the winning line,

“Holmes was devastated, and
I'm sure he will be even more
determined to win back the title
next vear," said organiser Dave
Woodhead.

One of the top performances
of the day came from 15-yenr-
old Bingley Harrier, Alistair
Brownlee, who was given spe-
einl permission to run in the
Open Age event,

Despite falling heavily on the
descent he made it 1o the finish
at Penistone Hill in sixth place,
tmking the Under-18 fitle in o
time of 3 1mins 48secs,

"It was o very u_rﬂ:l','dpﬂ‘l'nr-
manee and Alistair is delinately
a runner to watch for the
future,” Woodhead said,

Local runner Colin Moses
also turned in & memorable run
~_despite finishing down in
ITth place. His fell running
shoe came apart on the race (o
the top of the moor, He lﬂnpg:d
Inpil:£ up the sole and complet-
ed the race in his sock, with the
top of his training shoe flap-
ping round his ankle,

Irish international, Tricia
Sloan of Salford, won the
WOIMEN's mee in a time of 36:59
in 43rd position overall, She
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was chased home by formes
women's winner Lisa Locor
{ Holmfirth) in 37:53.

A ool of 272 runners com.
pleted the senior race and there
were plenty of runners in the
Junior races,

The Auld Lang Syne mee
takes place on New Year's Eve,
starting ot 11, 30am, with a bot-
tle of beer for all finishers,

Results

Men: 1 Robart Hope (PAR
28:51; 2 lan Holmes Hlnglmri
28:65; 3 George Ehrhardi

odmorden) 31:02; 4 Ted

ason (Wharfedate] 31:21, &
Steva Oldfield V-40 (Bradiord-
Alredale) 31:34; 6 Alistair
Browrnles U-18 (Bingley) 31:48;
7 Charlas  Millar Hurrngutnj
32:04; 8 Jason Halma) [
gg;g' 10 Andy Clarks (Cabd

25 John Wootion
hecesad iz 2, St
151; n
Butler tﬂ%ﬂaﬁ:ﬂﬁ: a2 DamI;'lY
Scholes (KAC) 35:35; 47 Colin
Maosas ﬂﬂlrﬂ ) 238:16; 49 Paul
Crabtres 3 37 54 lan
Farguson (Bingsy) 37:31.

Women., 1 Tricla Sloane
Sdlford) 36:58; 2 Lisa Lacon
Haolfirth] 37:53; 3 Liz Da
Ripon) 38:47; 4 Salty Malir V-
ﬁk%h 41:13; 5 Garoline Polland

=40 41:50; 7 Jame Smith
Gdmorden) 42:18,

10 Jaqui Foster (KAC) 43:22:
11 Christine Preston (KAC
43:61; 16 Dabble Spumrr K&GI
45:34; 17 Rachel Staples (KAC
4812,

B Silsdens New Year's Day
fun run will give everyone o
chance to work off some of the
excess Christmas Pudding.

Onee again the run is bein
organised by teacher Pau
Buckley tind it will be run over
n three mile course which
includes 5000 of climbing. The
race atarts from The Green,
Bradley Road, Silsden, at 11,15
Entry i& from 10.30am and
caosts £2,

There will be n certificnle
and T-shirt for all Mnishers and
small, wrapped spol prizes will
be welcome. The presentation
tnkes place at the Sunnybank
Social Club from noon,




